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MOTIVATION

There is no
place like
home

In this little zine

| want to share stories
and memories from people
who left Russia for various
reasons, mostly educational

and now can’t go back

to visit their
family and friends.
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MY STORY 002

My story, why
I can't go
back.



MY STORY 003

I am from Izhevsk, Udmurt Republic, Russia.

I got a Fulbright scholarship in 20719 to work on my research. \When I
came, the situation with my grad program in Russia changed; it got
fully restructured, and the institute where I started my research ceased
to exist. I decided to reapply for a PhD in the same university where I
was working on my research with Fulbright. I was still thinking that
when I was done with my PhD, I would go back to Russia and give back
everything I learned about topics that brought me to the States —
reproducible research.

But life had its own plans. After the beginning of "The Special
Military Operation” in 2022, the regime in Russia changed
dramatically. The pinnacle of that was that the Institute of
International Education, which administers the Fulbright in Russia, got
the official status of an undesirable organisation. For ties with this
kind of organisation in Russia, a person could get a sentence of up to 8
years in prison.

The facts are unclear; you could get into prison or not. Some people
went back, and they are not in prison. But I don't want to play Russian
roulette, so my choice is not to cross the Russian border, and it is the
choice of many other people who found themselves in a similar
situation; they are my community, who is on the Internet, they
understand.

I asked them about home, exile, and what it means to belong nowhere
and everywhere at once. I am sharing their answers below.
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How many years in immigration, where was home?
© years

Will you go to Russia, if not, why?
I don't think so. The risks under current circumstances are
too high. There's too much to lose.

What do you miss most from home in Russia?
Sometimes I just want to hug my mom. And I want to show
the person I love where I grew up.

The hardest moment when you wanted to drop
everything and go back?
At the peak of loneliness.

What is "home" for you now: a place, people, language,
habits?
Home is now a goal. To have a home.

When was the last time you felt like you "belonged"—
and where was it?

Among friends. My main friends live in another state, but
when we're together I feel good.

ANONYNMOUS
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CKonbKO neT B MMMmMrpawinm, rge 6oin gonn?
6 net

Moepewb nin B poccuio, ecnin HET, To nodemy?
He aymato. Pyicku npm TeKyWmx o6CTosTENbCTBAX CMWKOM
Bbicokie. CNWKOM MHOroe ecTb UTO TepsiTb.

Mouenny Tbl Gonblue Bcero cky4aelwb N3 goma B Poccinmn?
l/IlHorga xoueTcs NPOCcTo MamMmy OOHATb. A elle nokasaTb rae s
Bblpocna nobmmMmomMy HeNOBEKY.

Cannbliii CNOXHbII MONMEHT KOrAa XOTeNnocb Bce GpociiTb i
yexaTb o6paTHO?
Ha nuke uyBcTBa ogmHo4YecTEa.

UTto ans Tebs celivac "pom": nnecTo, niogun, a3blkK,
NPVIBbIYKIN?
Howm, aTo celnyac uenb. V/imetbs gom.

Korpa Tbl B nocneaHmii pas HyecTeoeana ceds "ceoei" — m
rae aTo 6b1102

Cpeaw apysei. OCHOBHbIE APY3bs XMBYT B APYrOM WTATE, HO
Korga Mbl BMECTE MHE XOPOLLO.

AHOHIIM
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How many years in immigration, where was home? Almost 4
years. For lack of a better word, I'll say in Russia, but that would be
a lie, because "home" is still there.

Will you go to Russia, if not, why?

The space for freedom in Russia is rapidly collapsing, and to return
home now means to give yourself over to the mercy of a tyrant (I
don't want to sound high-minded, but those are the facts), and this,
despite the huge desire to return, feels akin to suicide. It's actually
funny how as society becomes more enslaved, career opportunities
at home grow. There's a big brain drain in Russia, and there's a
feeling that my field is a scorched earth. Many of my friends and
classmates have already grown into heads of departments and small
divisions in large companies in Russia, so I often think about
whether I could have changed something in the long run if I hadn't
come to study in the US.

What do you miss most from home in Russia?

The cultural context. At home I always understand what's happening:
I understand people's actions and what drives them; I understand
how people live, and generally feel in my element. \What's much
more important, I acutely feel what is a cultural norm and what
could be perceived as tactlessness. Knowing the rules is a very
important thing, because you can only break them if you understand
them, and doing such foolish things is very fun. In the US this isn't
available to me.

The hardest moment when you wanted to drop everything and go
back?
I don't remember a moment when I didn't want to.

What is "home" for you now: a place, people, language, habits?
Culture in the broad sense of the word, but in the end everything
probably comes back to the norms I already mentioned.

When guas the last time you felt like you "belonged"—and where
was it?

Overall I have no right to complain: I work in a wonderful lab in a
very good department at a top-1@ American university in my field. I
have good relationships with colleagues, and I feel my connection
to what we do, and in that sense I "belong." I moved to the US with
my Russian wife, and at home, in the sense of returning in the
evening to our rented apartment, I definitely feel like I belong, but
since we're talking about the abstract concept of "home," about
something global and general, what helps me feel like I "belong"
most of all is the Internet. Thanks, Pasha, Telegram is still the most
convenient way to stay in touch with loved ones and talk with
people of different views in Russia.

DANYA
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CKoOJbKO NneT B MuMmrpaLwLmnm, rae 6oin gonn?
[MouTn 4 roga. 3a HeMMEHIEM Ny4LIEro crioBa ckaxy, 4To B Poccuu, HO
3T0 OyaeT HenpaBAol, MOTOMY UTO «AOM» BCE elLé Tam.

Moepewb nin B Pocculo, ecnin HeT, To no4enny?

MpocTpaHcTBO cBOGOAbLI B POCccu cTpeMinTeNbHO CXOMNbIBAETCS, 1
BEPHYTbCS OOMOI celidac 3HauUnT oThaTb cebs Ha MUNOCTb TPaHy (He
X0O4eTcs 3ByHaTb BbICOKOMAPHO, HO 9TO GaKTbl), a 9TO, HECMOTPS Ha
OFPOMHOE XeNnaHre BEPHYTbCS, OLLYLLAETCS CPOAHIM CaMoyOuINCTBY.
Boobuie 3a6aBHO, Kak Mo Mepe TOro, kak OOLLECTBO 3aKpenolLaeTcs,
BO3MOXHOCTI A1 KapbEPHOro pocTa goma pacTyT. B Poccuim 6onblioii
OTTOK Ka[pOB, /I eCTb OLLYLLEHIE, UTO MOS 06NacTb — 3TO BbPKXXEHHOE
none. MHorve mow Apy3bs 1 OAHOKYPCHVIKI Y>XXe AOPOCnV A0 rnias
OTAENOB I HEGOMNbLIMX AENapTaMeHTOB B KPYMHbIX KOMMaHmax B Poccun,
TakK UTO § YacTo AyMato O TOM, a MOr /i 6bl § UTO—TO U3MEHINTb B
nepcnekTrBe, ecn 6bl He He nprexan yumnTtbes B CLUA.

Mouemny Tbl Gonble Bcero cky4aewb N3 goma B Poccuin?

Mo KynbTypHOMY KOHTEKCTY. [Joma s Bcerga noHvmaro, 4TO NPOVICXOLUT:
NOHVIMAaID NOCTYNKV NOAEV 1 UTO MMIA ABVXKET; MOH/MAK, KaK XIVBYT
noamn, na i Booblle UyBcTBYl cebs B cBoell Tapenke. UTo kyga 6onee
BaXKHO, 5§ O4HEHb OCTPO UYBCTBYI), UTO SBNSETCA KY/bTYPHOM HOPMOIA, a
UTO MOrno 6bl GbITb BOCMPUHATO Kak 6€CTaKTHOCTb. 3HaHVE NpaBil —
oueHb BaXHas LWTYKa, MOTOMY UTO VX MOXHO HapyllaTb TOIbKO €CN Thl
X MNOHMMAaELb, 1 AenaTb Takve rnynocTr odeHb Beceno. B CLUA mHe aT0
HEeOOCTYMHO.

Cannbliii CNOXHDIII NMOMEHT KOrAa XOTeNoCb BEce GpocuTb I yexaTb
o6paTHO?
He nomHi0o MOMEHTa, Koraa He XOTesnoch.

UTto gnsa Teba ceiiivac "gonn": nnecto, noam, A3blK, NPUIBbIHKINZ
KynbTypa B WNPOKOM CMbIC/IE C/TOBA, HO B KOHLLE KOHLLOB BCE OnsThb,
HaBEepHOE, CBOANTCS K HOPMAaM, O KOTOPbIX 8 YXe ckasall.

Korpaa Tbl E nocneaHuii pas HyecTeoBana ce6s "ceomnn" — m rge aTo
6bIno?

B uenom mHe rpex >kanopaTbcs: s paboTalo B 3amMeYaTebHO
nadopaTopui Ha oUeHb xopollell kadenpe B Ton-"10 amepuKaHCKX
VHVBEPCUTETOB B MOEM HanpaBieH. Y MEHs XOPOoLIie OTHOLLEHWS C
Konieramuy, i 1 UyBCTBYHO CBOI MPMUACTHOCTb K TOMY, UTO Mbl AENaEM,
B 9TOM cMbicrie 5 «cBol». S nepeexan B CLUA ¢ pycckoii xxeHol, 1 goma,
B CMbIC/iIe BO3BpAallLasCb BEUEPOM B Hally CbEMHYIO KBAPTHPY, S cebs
6e3YyCNOBHO UYBCTBYIO CBOVIM, HO TaK Kak Mbl FOBOPVIM 00 abCTPaKTHOM
MOHATUM «AOM», O UEM—TO rnobanbHOM 11 O6LULEM, TO CUJIbHEE BCErO MHE
nomoraeT nouyBcTBOBaTb cebs «cBouM» /IHTepHeT. Cnacinbo, Mawa,
Telegram Bcé ewé cambli YAOOHbIA cnocob NoAanepXBaTb CBA3b C
ONVIBKMIA I pasroBapriBaTb C NIOAbMY PasdHblX B3rnaaoe B Poccun.

AAHSA



How many years in immigration, where was home?
4 years in immigration, home - Moscow, Russia

Will you go to Russia, if not, why?
I won't go (due to lack of possibility because of
documents)

What do you miss most from home in Russia?
I miss the culture, family, friends, service, people

The hardest moment when you wanted to drop
everything and go back?

2022 - not understanding what the plan was going
forward, depression, identity crisis, homesickness

What is "home" for you now: a place, people,
language, habits? Home - people, habits

When was the last time you felt like you
"belonged"—and where was it?
Hard to say
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SERGEY NIKITIN
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CKobKO neT B mmmrpaumn, rae 6oin gonn?
4 ropa B mmmurpauiin, gom — Mockea, Poccmns

Moepewb nin B pocciiio, ecnul HeT, TO No4Heny?
He noeay (B CBA3M C OTCYTCTBMIEM BO3MOXHOCTM NO
OOKYMeEHTaMm)

Mouenny Tbl Gonble BCero cky4aelub 3 4OMa B
Poccinin?

Ckyualo no KynbType, cembe, APY3bsiM, CEPBICY,
RO ASM

Cannbliii cNOXHbII NMONEHT KOoraa XoTeNocb Bce
GpociTb N yexaTb o6paTHO?

D@22 ron — HEMoOHVMaHVie falbHEeWero nnaHa,
Aenpeccus, Kpsmc NMYHOCTI, TOCKa No AoMy

UTto ans Tebs ceiivac "gomn": nnecTo, nioam, A3bIK,
NPMBbIHKINZ
Hom — nogm, NpmBbIYKI

Korpa tbi B HOGHeAHIIII‘I‘I pPa3 HyeBCcTBOBaia cebs

"ceoeii" — 1 rge aTo 6b1N0?
TpyAHO ckasaTb

CEPIEIN HNKINTUH
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How many years in immigration, where was home?
I haven't been in Russia for more than four years now,
not counting one month at the beginning of 2022.

Will you go to Russia, if not, why?

I would really like to go home, but I have many safety
concerns—how will they react at the border to me being
gone for 4 years? What if they find (or have already
found) some posts against the war? I understand the
probability is extremely small, but I don't want to take
the risk.

What do you miss most from home in Russia?

I don't think I miss it that much, but I'm curious.
Curious to know how my loved ones are living now, how
familiar places have changed, what's new?

The hardest moment when you wanted to drop
everything and go back?

I don't think I wanted to go back, but there were
moments when it was hard in the new country, when
something here really pissed me off. But I understand
that different places have their downsides—Russia has
them too :)

What is "home" for you now: a place, people,
language, habits?

For me, home is my husband. I don't even perceive the
apartment we've lived in for two years as my home.
Because I understand it's temporary and could change at
any moment.

When was the last time you felt like you
"belonged"—and where was it?

Hmm... If I think about it, I don't remember ever feeling
like I "belonged" before. I often looked at situations
from the outside, with a feeling that things are this way
now, but maybe they'll change.

YAROSLAVA
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CKonbKo neT B MMMrpaw,inm, rae 6oin gonn?
9 y>xe He B Poccum 6onblie HeTbIPEX NET, eCNM HE cUMTaTb
ofHOro mecsua B Hadane 2022oro.

Moepewb nin B poccuiio, ecrii HET, TO No4denny?

91 6bl oUeHb XOTeNna noexaTb AOMOI, HO Y MEHSl ECTb MHOFO
onaceHuii, CBI8aHHbIX ¢ 6€30MaCHOCTbIO — KakK BOCMPUMYT Ha
rpaHunLe, HTo MeHs He 6bino 4 roga? Bapyr HamayT (Unm yxe
Hal) KakKe—To NOCTbl MPOTMB BOWHbIZ [MoHMato, UTo
BEPOSATHOCTb KpalriHe Masna, HO PMCKOBaTb He XoueTcs.

UTo Tbl 60nblue Bcero ckyHaeuwb 3 goma B Poccunin?
MHe kaxeTcs, HTO 5 HE OUEHb CKy4alo, HO MHE VIHTEpPECHO.
/IHTepecHO y3HaTb, Kak ceiyac XnByT ONm3Kme, Kak
MISMEHINIICb 3HaKOMbIE MeCTa, UTO MosBIJ10Cb HoBOro?

Cannbliii CIOXKHDIII MOMEHT KOraa XoTesloCb Bce GpocumTb i
yexaTb o6paTHO?

HagepHoe, MHE HE XOTENOCb BEPHYTbCS 0O6PaTHO, HO Oblfi
MOMEHTbI, Korga Oblno TPYAHO B HOBOW CTpaHe, korha 34ech
uTo-TO 6ecmno. Ho s NoHMMAato, 4TO B Pa3HbiX MecTax eCcTb
CBOW MUHYCbI, B Poccuin Toxe ecTb :)

UTto ana Tebs ceiivac "gomn": mecTo, niogu, A3blkK,
NPUMBbIHKINZ

[ns MmeHs oM — 9To My>X. [axke KBapTupy, B KOTOPOW Mbl
XMBEM [Ba rofa, 1 He BOCMPUH/MAKD Kak cBow gom. NoTomy
YTO MOHMMALD, HTO 9TO HEHALOJIO 1 MOXET VI3MEHVTbCS B
noOOoI MOMEHT.

Koraa Tbl B nocnegHmii pas HyecTeEoBana cebds "ceoeii" —
nrae aTo 6b1no?

XM... Ecnn 8aaymaTtbcs, TO S HE MOMHIO, UTOOBbI paHblie
Korga-To HyBCcTBOBasna cebs «cBoely. 9 yacTo cmoTpena Ha
CUTYaLV CO CTOPOHDI, C OULYLLEHEM, UTO celvac 3TO Tak,
HO MOXeT 6b|Tb, OTO NIBMEHINTCA.

SAPOCJIABA



FIND HOPE




